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2012 apiculture monitoring programme�

Table 1: New Zealand honey crop (estimates), 2007 to 2012
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FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OF APICULTURE  
IN 2011/12 
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2011/12 Honey production – a season of  
two islands
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Table 2: New Zealand beekeeper, apiary and hive statistics1, as at June 2012
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Hive numbers continue to rise
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�CFFLFFQFS�OVNCFST�JODSFBTFE�
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Rising world demand and reduced crop in 
New Zealand lift honey prices in 2011/12
1SJDFT�QBJE�UP�CFFLFFQFST�GPS�NPTU�MJOFT�PG�IPOFZ�
SPTF�BHBJO�JO����������5IJT�XBT�EVF�UP�XPSME�
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�
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BOE�"SHFOUJOB��

Figure 1: New Zealand registered beekeeper and hive numbers1, 2000 to 2012
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$MPWFS�BOE�MJHIU�BNCFS�HSBEF�IPOFZ�QSJDFT�SPTF�PO�
BWFSBHF��øQFSDFOU�JO��������
�XIJMF�EBSL�IPOFZ�
QSJDFT�JODSFBTFE���øUPø��øQFSDFOU��1SJDFT�SPTF�
BCPWF�FBSMZ�TFBTPO�RVPUBUJPOT�PODF�JU�CFDBNF�
BQQBSFOU�UIFSF�XBT�HPJOH�UP�CF�B�TIPSUBHF�PG�
TPNF�WBSJFUBM�UZQFT�PG�IPOFZ�JO�/FX�;FBMBOE�
EVF�UP�BEWFSTF�XFBUIFS�DPOEJUJPOT�BU�nPXFSJOH��
&BSMZ�PGGFST�GPS�CVML�OPO�BDUJWF�NBOVLB�IPOFZ�
XFSF���øUPø���øQFSøLJMPHSBN�CVU�MBUFS�SPTF�UP�
���øUPø���øQFSøLJMPHSBN��5IF�CVML�QSJDF�GPS�BDUJWF��
NBOVLB�IPOFZ�SBOHFE�GSPN����øUPø���øGPS�6.'®���
VQ�UP����øUPø���øQFSøLJMPHSBN�GPS�6.'®����

)POFZ�QSJDFT�BSF�FYQFDUFE�UP�IPME�GPS�UIF�SFNBJOEFS�
PG������BOE�JOUP������BT�XPSME�EFNBOE�SFNBJOT�
TUSPOH��

/FX�;FBMBOE�DMPWFS�IPOFZ�QSPEVDFE�JO���������JT�
QSPWJOH�EJGmDVMU�UP�TFMM�JO�&VSPQFBO�NBSLFUT�BU�QSJDFT�
CFFLFFQFST�XBOU��/FX�;FBMBOE�DMPWFS�IPOFZ�IBT�
USBEJUJPOBMMZ�TVQQMFNFOUFE�TVQQMJFT�PG�DMPWFS�IPOFZ�
GSPN�$BOBEB��$BOBEJBO�IPOFZ�GBDFT�NBSLFU�BDDFTT�
JTTVFT�EVF�UP�UIF�QSFTFODF�PG�QPMMFO�GSPN�HFOFUJDBMMZ�
NPEJmFE�DBOPMB��3BUIFS�UIBO�PQFOJOH�VQ�EFNBOE�
GPS�/FX�;FBMBOE�DMPWFS�IPOFZ
�NBOZ�TUPDLJTUT�BQQFBS�
UP�IBWF�TUPQQFE�DBSSZJOH�DMPWFS�BT�B�CSBOEFE�IPOFZ�
MJOF��1SJDFT�GPS�/FX�;FBMBOE�XIJUF�IPOFZ�BSF�MJLFMZ�UP�
CF�MPXFS�JO���������BT�B�SFTVMU��

More honey exported and values for honey  
are up
&YQPSUT�PG�IPOFZ�JO�UIF�ZFBS�UP���ø+VOF������XFSF�
VQ����øUPOOFT�	��øQFSDFOU
�DPNQBSFE�XJUI�UIF�TBNF�
QFSJPE�JO�������5IF�JODSFBTF�JO�FYQPSU�WPMVNFT�BOE�
QSJDFT�SFnFDUT�PWFSTFBT�EFNBOE�BOE�UIF�FNFSHFODF�
PG�OFX�NBSLFUT�GPS�/FX�;FBMBOE�IPOFZ
�TVDI�BT�
$IJOB��

�� �5IF�iBDUJWJUZw�PG�NBOVLB�IPOFZ�JT�VTVBMMZ�CBTFE�PO�UIF�
OPO�IZESPHFO�QFSPYJEF�BDUJWJUZ�BOE�JT�FYQSFTTFE�BT�QPJOUT�
PG�BDUJWJUZ�VTJOH�QIFOPM�BT�B�SFGFSFODF�QPJOU�F�H��6.'®�����
4PNF�IPOFZ�TVQQMJFST�SFDPSE�UIF�MFWFM�PG�NFUIZMHMZPYBM
�B�
DPNQPVOE�XJUI�CBDUFSJDJEBM�QSPQFSUJFT
�GPS�FYBNQMF
�.(0��
������0UIFS�TVQQMJFST�SFQPSU�PO�UIF�UPUBM�BDUJWJUZ�XIJDI�
JODMVEFT�QFSPYJEF�BDUJWJUZ�

OTHER REVENUE SOURCES
Pollination
5IFSF�XBT�B�UFOGPME�JODSFBTF�JO�UIF�OVNCFS�PG�
LJXJGSVJU�PSDIBSET�JOGFDUFE�CZ�Pseudomonas syringae�
QW��actinidiae 	1TB
�JO�����
�EFTQJUF�NFBTVSFT�UP�
TMPX�JUT�TQSFBE��5IF�QSFEPNJOBOU�HPME�LJXJGSVJU�
DVMUJWBS
�)PSU��"
�JT�QBSUJDVMBSMZ�TVTDFQUJCMF�UP�UIF�
EJTFBTF��5IJT�IBT�MFE�UP�TJHOJmDBOU�BSFBT�PG�)PSU��"�
DBOPQZ�CFJOH�QBSUJBMMZ�PS�GVMMZ�DVU�PVU�JO�UIF�#BZ�PG�
1MFOUZ�SFHJPO
�QBSUJDVMBSMZ�JO�5F�1VLF�

7JOF�SFNPWBM
�IJWF�NPWFNFOU�DPOUSPMT
�WFIJDMF�
TBOJUJTJOH
�BOE�UIF�SJTL�PG�DPOUBNJOBUJPO�PG�IPOFZ�
GSPN�BOUJCJPUJD�TQSBZT�JO�PSDIBSET�SFTVMUFE�JO�
JODSFBTFE�NBOBHFNFOU�DPTUT�GPS�QPMMJOBUJPO��"�
OVNCFS�PG�CFFLFFQFST�XJUIESFX�GSPN�QSPWJEJOH�B�
QPMMJOBUJPO�TFSWJDF�BT�B�SFTVMU�PG�UIFTF�DPTUT�CVU�
PUIFS�OFX�TVQQMJFST�NFU�UIF�EFNBOE�

5IF�JTTVFT�XJUI�1TB�NFBOU�QSJDFT�GPS�LJXJGSVJU�
QPMMJOBUJPO�JODSFBTFE�JO�UIF�#BZ�PG�1MFOUZ�CVU�
SFNBJOFE�TUBCMF�FMTFXIFSF��1SJDFT�PWFS�UIF�XIPMF�
DPVOUSZ�SBOHFE�GSPN�����øUPø����øQFSøIJWF
�
EFQFOEJOH�PO�UIF�MFWFM�PG�TFSWJDF�QSPWJEFE��5IF�
NPSF�FYQFOTJWF�GFFT�	QFS�IJWF
�JO�UIF�#BZ�PG�1MFOUZ�
	����øUPø����
�JODMVEF�USBOTQPSU�UP�UIF�PSDIBSE�
BOE�UISFF�UP�GPVS
�UXPøMJUSF�TVHBS�GFFET��-PXFS�GFFT�
	����øUPø����
�EP�OPU��

1PMMJOBUJPO�GFFT�QFS�IJWF�SFQPSUFE�GPS�PUIFS�DSPQT�
XFSF��POJPOT�����
�QJQGSVJU�BOE�TVNNFSGSVJU�
���øUPø����
�CFSSZGSVJU����øUPø����
�BWPDBEPT�
���øUPø����
�DBOPMB�TFFE�DSPQT�����øUPø����øBOE�
DBSSPU�TFFE�DSPQT�����øUPø������5IF�MBSHF�TQSFBE�JO�
GFFT�SFnFDUT�SFHJPOBM�EJGGFSFODFT
�UIF�UJNF�UIF�IJWFT�
BSF�SFRVJSFE
�UIF�MJLFMJIPPE�PG�QFTUJDJEF�EBNBHF
�PS�
SFEVDUJPO�JO�CFF�TUSFOHUI�JG�IJWFT�BSF�VOEFS�OFUUJOH�
BT�JO�TPNF�CFSSZGSVJU�CMPDLT��

Live bees
-JWF�CFF�FYQPSUT�JO���������XFSF�EPXO�DPNQBSFE�
XJUI���������BGUFS�UISFF�ZFBST�PG�TUSPOH�MJWF�CFF�
FYQPSU�USBEF��

Table 3: Honey export volumes, prices and value, 2002 to 2012

:FBS�FOEFE����+VOF 2002 ���� 2004 ���� 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

&YQPSU�WPMVNF�	UPOOFT
 ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

&YQPSU�WBMVF�	��NJMMJPO�GPC�
 ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����� �����

"WFSBHF�FYQPSU�QSJDF�	��QFS�LH�GPC
 ���� ���� ���� ����� ���� ����� ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

Note

��'SFF�PO�CPBSE�

Source

4UBUJTUJDT�/FX�;FBMBOE�
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5IF�NBKPSJUZ�PG�MJWF�CFF�TIJQNFOUT�HP�UP�$BOBEB�BOE�
DBO�QSPWJEF�B�HPPE�JODPNF�TUSFBN�GPS�/PSUI�*TMBOE�
CFFLFFQFST�BCMF�UP�EFMJWFS�CFFT�UP�DPMMFDUJPO�DFOUSFT�
JO�$FOUSBM�)BXLF�T�#BZ
�5BVSBOHB�BOE�3PUPSVB��
5IJT�JODPNF�TUSFBN�JT�OPU�BWBJMBCMF�UP�4PVUI�*TMBOE�
CFFLFFQFST�BU�QSFTFOU�CFDBVTF�FYQPSU�QBDLBHF�CFFT�
MFBWF�UISPVHI�"VDLMBOE�BJSQPSU
�BOE�UIFSF�JT�OP�
GBDJMJUZ�GPS�JOUFS�JTMBOE�BJS�USBOTQPSU�PG�QBDLBHFT�

"TVSF2VBMJUZ�-JNJUFE�SFQPSU�KVTU�VOEFS���ø���øPOF�
LJMPHSBN�QBDLBHFT��PG�MJWF�CFFT�XFSF�FYQPSUFE�UP�
$BOBEB�JO��������
�EPXO���øQFSDFOU�DPNQBSFE�
XJUI���ø���øPOF�LJMPHSBN�QBDLBHFT�PG�CFFT�

�� �"�POF�LJMPHSBN�QBDLBHF�PG�MJWF�CFFT�DPOUBJOT���ø����
CFFT�BOE�POF�RVFFO��

FYQPSUFE�JO����������5IF�EFDSFBTF�XBT
�JO�QBSU
�B�
SFTVMU�PG�BCPWF�BWFSBHF�XJOUFS�TVSWJWBM�SBUFT�PG�IJWFT�
JO�$BOBEB�PWFS�����
�MFBEJOH�UP�UIF�DBODFMMBUJPO�PG�
TPNF�MBUF�PSEFST��

5IF�OVNCFS�PG�RVFFO�CFFT�FYQPSUFE�ESPQQFE�UP�
BSPVOE������JO��������
�EPXO�GSPN���ø����JO�
UIF�QSFWJPVT�ZFBS��$BOBEB�JT�B�NBKPS�JNQPSUFS�PG�
RVFFO�CFFT�GSPN�/FX�;FBMBOE�CVU�BHBJO
�CFUUFS�
XJOUFS�TVSWJWBM�UIFSF�DSFBUFE�MFTT�EFNBOE��&YQPSU�
DFSUJmDBUFT�TIPX����øRVFFO�CFFT�XFSF�FYQPSUFE�
UP�UIF�6OJUFE�,JOHEPN�	6,
�JO����������5IJT�JT�B�
TJHOJmDBOU�EFDSFBTF�PO�UIF�����øRVFFOT�TFOU�UP�UIF�
6,�JO����������UIF�SFBTPOT�BSF�VODMFBS��

Table 4: Returns for apiculture products, 2008 to 2012

:FBS�FOEFE����+VOF 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12

Bulk honey ($/kg1)

-JHIU�	DMPWFS�UZQF
 ����o���� ��������� ��������� ��������� ���������

-JHIU�BNCFS ��������� ��������� ��������� ��������� ���������

%BSL
�JODMVEJOH�IPOFZEFX ��������� ��������� ��������� ��������� ���������

.BOVLB
�OPO�BDUJWF ���������� ���������� ���������� ���������� ����������

.BOVLB
�BDUJWF� ����������� ����������� ����������� ����������� �����������

Beeswax ($/kg�)

-JHIU�	SFTJEVF�GSFF�BOE�&6�DPNQMJBOU
 ��������� ��������� ��������� ��������� ���������

-JHIU … … … ��������� ���������

%BSL ��������� ��������� ��������� ��������� ���������

Pollen ($/kg�)

/PU�ESJFE�PS�DMFBOFE ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

%SJFE�BOE�DMFBOFE ����� ����� ����� ����� �����

Pollination ($/hive4)

1JQGSVJU
�TUPOFGSVJU�BOE�CFSSZGSVJU ����� ����� ����� ������ ������

,JXJGSVJU

o�)BXLF�T�#BZ ������� ������� ������� ������� �������

o�"VDLMBOE ������� ������� ������� ������� �������

o�#BZ�PG�1MFOUZ ������� ������� ������� ������� �������

o�/FMTPO ������� ������� ������� ������� �������

$BOPMB�BOE�TNBMM�TFFET�	DBSSPUT
 ������� ������� ������� ������� �������

-JWF�#FFT�

#VML�CFFT�	��POF�LJMPHSBN�QBDLBHF
 �� �� ����� ����� �����

2VFFO�CFFT�	��QFS�RVFFO
 … �� �� �� ��

Notes

"MM�QSJDFT�BSF�(45�FYDMVTJWF�
��1SJDFT�QBJE�UP�CFFLFFQFST�GPS�CVML�IPOFZ��5IF�CFFLFFQFST�TVQQMZ�UIF�QBDLBHJOH�	ESVNT�PS�JOUFSNFEJBUF�CVML�DPOUBJOFST
�BOE�DPWFS�GSFJHIU�DPTUT�UP�FYQPSUFS�DPMMFDUJPO�QPJOUT�
EFQPUT��
��5IF�iBDUJWJUZw�PG�NBOVLB�IPOFZ�JT�VTVBMMZ�CBTFE�PO�UIF�OPO�IZESPHFO�QFSPYJEF�BDUJWJUZ�BOE�JT�FYQSFTTFE�BT�QPJOUT�PG�BDUJWJUZ�VTJOH�QIFOPM�BT�B�SFGFSFODF�QPJOU�F�H��6.'®�����
4PNF�IPOFZ�TVQQMJFST�SFDPSE�UIF�MFWFM�PG�NFUIZMHMZPYBM
�B�DPNQPVOE�XJUI�CBDUFSJDJEBM�QSPQFSUJFT
�GPS�FYBNQMF
�.(0��������0UIFS�TVQQMJFST�SFQPSU�PO�UIF�UPUBM�BDUJWJUZ�XIJDI�
JODMVEFT�QFSPYJEF�BDUJWJUZ�
��1SJDFT�QBJE�UP�CFFLFFQFST��5IF�CFFLFFQFST�DPWFS�UIF�GSFJHIU�DPTUT�UP�FYQPSUFS�DPMMFDUJPO�QPJOUT�EFQPUT��
��1SJDFT�QBJE�UP�CFFLFFQFST��5IF�QSJDFT�BU�UIF�MPXFS�FOE�PG�UIF�SBOHF�BSF�GPS�IJWFT�EFMJWFSFE�UP�EFQPU�TJUFT��"U�UIF�VQQFS�FOE
�QSJDFT�JODMVEF�EFMJWFSZ�JOUP�UIF�PSDIBSE�BOE�TVHBS�
GPS��o��POF�MJUSF�GFFET�UP�TUJNVMBUF�UIF�CFFT�UP�DPMMFDU�QPMMFO��
����%BUB�OPU�BWBJMBCMF�

Source

"TVSF2VBMJUZ�-JNJUFE�
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Pollen, propolis and beeswax
1SJDFT�QBJE�UP�TVQQMJFST�PG�ESJFE�BOE�DMFBOFE�
QPMMFO�JO���������SPTF��øQFSDFOU�UP�BO�BWFSBHF�
PG����øQFS�LJMPHSBN��)PXFWFS
�QPMMFO�QSPEVDUJPO�
DPOUJOVFT�UP�GBMM��0OMZ�B�GFX�DPNNFSDJBM�QSPEVDFST�
OPX�DPMMFDU�QPMMFO�BT�UIF�CFTU�QPMMFO�QSPEVDUJPO�
QFSJPET�DPJODJEF�XJUI�WBSSPB�USFBUNFOUT��1PMMFO�
USBQT�DBOOPU�CF�BDUJWBUFE�XIFO�OPO�PSHBOJD�
WBSSPBDJEFT�BSF�CFJOH�VTFE��5IPTF�CFFLFFQFST�UIBU�
BSF�QFSTJTUJOH�XJUI�QPMMFO�QSPEVDUJPO�IBWF�BDDFTT�
UP�HPPE�QPMMFO�TPVSDFT�BOE�BSF�NBOBHJOH�WBSSPB�
XJUI�PSHBOJD�DIFNJDBMT�

1SPQPMJT�JT�B�SFTJO�DPMMFDUFE�CZ�CFFT�GSPN�TPNF�
USFF�TQFDJFT�BOE�NBSLFUFE�GPS�JUT�IFBMUI�CFOFmUT��
#FFLFFQFST�HBUIFS�UIF�QSPQPMJT�PGG�TQFDJBM�NBUT�
QMBDFE�JO�IJWFT�PS�CZ�TDSBQJOH�CPYFT�BOE�GSBNFT��
5IF�SFDPWFSZ�SBUF�PG�QVSF�QSPQPMJT�GSPN�SBX�
QSPQPMJT�JT�BQQSPYJNBUFMZ���øUPø��øQFSDFOU�GPS�
FBSMZ�TFBTPO�QSPQPMJT
�SJTJOH�UP���øUPø��øQFSDFOU�
SFDPWFSZ�MBUFS�JO�UIF�TFBTPO��#FFLFFQFST�FYQFDU�
UP�SFDFJWF����øUPø����øQFSøLJMPHSBN�GPS�UIF�SBX�
VOQSPDFTTFE�QSPEVDU��5IF�MPXFS�FOE�PG�UIJT�SBOHF�
JT�GPS�QSPQPMJT�UIBU�DPOUBJOT�B�HSFBUFS�BNPVOU�PG�
XBY�BOE�IFODF�B�MPXFS�SFDPWFSZ�SBUF�

&YQPSU�EFNBOE�GPS�CFFTXBY�GSFF�PG�WBSSPBDJEFT�
BOE�MJHIU�DPMPVSFE�CFFTXBY�SFNBJOFE�TUSPOH�JO�
�������
�CVU�UIFSF�XBT�OP�TJHOJmDBOU�MJGU�JO�
QSJDFT�GSPN����������"�HSFBUFS�SBOHF�PG�QSJDFT�
XFSF�SFDFJWFE�GPS�EBSL�XBY�JO����������.PTU�XBY�
JT�VTFE�CZ�CFFLFFQFST�UP�DPBU�QMBTUJD�GPVOEBUJPO�
GSBNFT�PS�JT�NBOVGBDUVSFE�JOUP�XBY�GPVOEBUJPO�
TIFFUT�UIBU�CFFLFFQFST�QVU�JOUP�XPPEFO�GSBNFT�

OPERATING COSTS 
4VHBS�QSJDFT�FBTFE�EVSJOH���������CVU�SFNBJO�
IJHI��5IF�PUIFS�NBJO�QSJDF�JODSFBTFT�JO���������
XFSF�GPS�EJFTFM
�WFIJDMF�SVOOJOH
�MBCPVS
�GSFJHIU�
DPTUT�BOE�IPOFZ�DPOUBJOFST�

Sugar
4VHBS�QSJDFT�GFMM�BQQSPYJNBUFMZ���øQFSDFOU�GSPN�
B����ZFBS�IJHI�PG�������QFS�UPOOF�JO�MBUF�����
�

XJUI�NPTU�CFFLFFQFST�QBZJOH�BSPVOE�������QFS�
UPOOF�JO����������8PSME�TVHBS�TVQQMJFT�SFUVSOFE�
UP�B�TVSQMVT�TJUVBUJPO�BT�B�SFTVMU�PG�JNQSPWFE�
XFBUIFS�DPOEJUJPOT�BOE�TVHBS�QMBOUJOHT�JODSFBTFE
�
FODPVSBHFE�CZ�QSFWJPVT�ZFBS�T�IJHI�QSJDFT��1SJDFT�
BSF�FYQFDUFE�UP�GBMM�GVSUIFS�JO���������

Fuel
%JFTFM�QSJDFT�BWFSBHFE�BQQSPYJNBUFMZ������øQFS�
MJUSF�GSPN�+VOF������UP�+VOF�����
�CVU�BWFSBHFE�
�����øQFSøMJUSF�GSPN�FBSMZ�"VHVTU�UP�.BZ�XIFO�
CFFLFFQFST�XFSF�TFSWJDJOH�UIFJS�IJWFT�BOE�JODVSSFE�
UIF�HSFBUFTU�FYQFOEJUVSF�PO�GVFM��

)FMJDPQUFST�XFSF�VTFE�BHBJO�JO���������CZ�B�
GFX�CFFLFFQFST�UP�QMBDF�IJWFT�JO�SFNPUF�BQJBSJFT��
5IF�FDPOPNJDT�PG�UIJT�QSBDUJDF
�FTUJNBUFE�BU�
����øQFSøIJWF�UP�nZ�JO�BOE�PVU
�JT�VOEFS�TDSVUJOZ�

Honey drum prices
5IF�QSJDF�PG�OFX�PS�SFNBOVGBDUVSFE�IPOFZ�ESVNT�
JODSFBTFE��øQFSDFOU�PO�BWFSBHF�BT�XPSME�TUFFM�
QSJDFT�mSNFE��#FFLFFQFST�QBJE����øQFSøESVN�PO�
BWFSBHF�DPNQBSFE�XJUI����øQFSøESVN�MBTU�ZFBS��
'SFJHIU�BOE�QBMMFU�DIBSHFT�BSF�RVJUF�FYQFOTJWF�GPS�
CFFLFFQFST�OPU�BCMF�UP�DPMMFDU�UIFJS�PXO�ESVNT�
GSPN�UIF�NBOVGBDUVSFS��.PTU�DPNNFSDJBM�IPOFZ�
CVZFST�POMZ�BDDFQU�OFX�ESVNT�GPS�NBOVLB�IPOFZ�
CVU�TPNF�QBDLFST�SFDZDMF�ESVNT�BU�MFBTU�PODF�GPS�
NVMUJ�nPSBM�IPOFZT��

Labour
"WFSBHF�XBHF�SBUFT�JODSFBTFE�TMJHIUMZ�PO�MBTU�ZFBS�
CVU�UIF�SBOHF�TUBZFE�UIF�TBNF��&NQMPZFST�VTVBMMZ�
PGGFS�B�SBOHF�PG�JODFOUJWFT�UP�SFUBJO�DBQBCMF�TUBGG�
TVDI�BT�NFBMT
�GVFM�DBSET
�QSPEVDUJPO�CPOVTFT
�
FYUSB�IPMJEBZT
�PS�UIF�VTF�PG�FYUSBDUJOH�QMBOU�BOE�
NBDIJOFSZ��5IPTF�PQFSBUJPOT�UIBU�FYQFSJFODFE�
B�QPPS�IPOFZ�IBSWFTU�JO���������IBWF�BMSFBEZ�
SFEVDFE�TFBTPOBM�TUBGG�OVNCFST�BOE�TPNF�IBWF�
IBE�UP�SFMFBTF�QFSNBOFOU�TUBGG�UP�OFHBUF�SFEVDFE�
JODPNFT��
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Table 5: Estimated expenditure for beekeeping operations ($ exclude GST), 2009/10 to 2011/12 

:FBS�FOEFE����+VOF 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12

-BCPVS

8PSLFS� $/hr ���o��� ���o���� ���o����

.BOBHFS $/hr ���o��� ���o��� ���o���

"WFSBHF�XPSLJOH�XFFL hrs �� �� ��

"WFSBHF�SBUJP�PG�IJWFT�QFS�GVMMUJNF�FRVJWBMFOU�
XJUI�WBSSPB�QSFTFOU�JO�UIF�IJWFT�	QSF�WBSSPB


�������
	�����


�������
	�����


�������
	�����


Fuel 7BSJBCMF WBSJBCMF WBSJBCMF WBSJBCMF

Sugar
7BSJBCMF�EFQFOEJOH�PO�PWFSTFBT�QSJDFT�BOE��
/;�FYDIBOHF�SBUF ��QFS�UPOOF�GPS�CVML�TVHBS� ����o����� �����o������ ������o������

Varroa treatment

7BSJBCMF�BDDPSEJOH�UP�IJWF�TUSFOHUI�BOE�
QSPEVDU	T
�VTFE� $ range per hive ���o��� ���o���� ���o����

7BSSPB�TUSJQT�BQQMJFE�BU�SFDPNNFOEFE�UXP�
USFBUNFOUT�QFS�ZFBS 1000 plus strips ���o��� ���o��� ���o���

Protein supplements )JWFT�NBZ�SFRVJSF��o��LJMPHSBNT�QFS�ZFBS ��QFS����LJMPHSBN�CBH� ���� ���� ����

$POUSBDU�FYUSBDUJPO�DPTUT

.BOVLB�IPOFZ�DPTUT�NPSF�UP�QSPDFTT�BT�UIF�
GSBNFT�NVTU�CF�QSJDLFE�mSTU�UP�SFMFBTF�UIF�
IPOFZ

$ per frame for manuka honey �����o������ ������o������� ������o�������

$MPWFS�IPOFZ $ per frame for clover honey ����� �����o����� �����o�����

Hives
*ODMVEFT���CSPPE�CPYFT
�nPPS
�MJE�BOE���IPOFZ�
TVQFS
�OP�CFFT
�BTTFNCMFE�BOE�QBSBmO�XBYFE New ���� ���� ����

3FBTPOBCMF�DPOEJUJPO
�JODMVEFT���CSPPE�CPYFT�
BOE��o��IPOFZ�CPYFT�XJUI�CFFT 4FDPOE�IBOE ����o���� ����o���� ����o�����

�o��'SBNF�OVDMFVT�IJWF /FX�IJWFT�JODMVEFT�OVDMFJ�CPY ���o���� ���o���� ����o����

3FQBJST�BOE�NBJOUFOBODF $ per hive (7% of hive 

purchase price)
���o����QFS�IJWF ���o����QFS�IJWF ���o����QFS�IJWF

8BY�UP�DPBU�QMBTUJD�GSBNFT $ per kilogram ��o�� ��o�� ��o��

)JWF�4USBQQFST�	VTFE�BT�SFRVJSFE
 $ each ���o��� ���o��� ���o���

Bees

2VFFO�CFFT ��QFS�RVFFO�CFF ���o��� ���o��� ���o���

4FMFDU�RVFFOT ��QFS�RVFFO�CFF ���o���� ���o���� ���o����

Protective clothing Single piece suit ����o���� ���� ����

)POFZ�ESVNT )PMET�BQQSPYJNBUFMZ����LH�PG�IPOFZ /FX�PS�SF�NBOVGBDUVSFE ���o��� ���o��� ���o���

"QJBSZ�SFOUBMT�QBJE�UP�
MBOEPXOFS

.BOVLB� ��PG�DSPQ�XIFO�TPME ���o��� ������� ���o���

/PO�.BOVLB�TJUFT�	IPOFZ�ASFOUBM��GPS�OPO�
NBOVLB�TJUFT�WBSJBCMF�CVU�PGUFO�����HSBNT�
IPOFZ�QFS�IJWF


% gross crop or $ per hive 

(whichever is greatest)
����PS���� ����PS���� ����PS����o���

/PO�NBOVLB�TJUFT ��PG�UIF�DSPQ�JG�UIF�MBOEPXOFS�
owns the hives 

���o��� ���o��� ���o���

/PO�NBOVLB�TJUFT $ for rental if sole rights to a 

property
����� ����� ������

$PNQMJBODF�DPTUT

3JTL�.BOBHFNFOU�1SPHSBNNF�	3.1
�BOOVBM�
BVEJU�DPTUT

��GPS�QSPDFTTJOH�3.1� VQ�UP������ VQ�UP������ VQ�UP������

��GPS�B�TUPSBHF�3.1� VQ�UP����� VQ�UP����� VQ�UP�����

.1*�'PPE�4BGFUZ�"VUIPSJUZ�BOOVBM�GFFT
��JG�SFRVJSF�FYQPSU�FMJHJCJMJUZ ���� ���� ����

$ (if only processing for 

consumption within NZ)
~ ���� ����

5VUJO�UFTUT
��QFS�TBNQMF�	mSTU�TBNQMF
� ��������� ���� ����

$ per composite (up to 10 

TBNQMFT�DBO�CF�DPNQPTJUFE
 ~ ��� ���

"NFSJDBO�'PVMCSPPE�4USBUFHZ�-FWZ�
��QFS�CFFLFFQFS� ��� ��� ���

$ per apiary ��� ��� ���

National Beekeepers’ 

"TTPDJBUJPO�.FNCFSTIJQ 

(voluntary)

)PCCZ�CFFLFFQFS�	�o���IJWFT
 ���� ���� ����

$PNNFSDJBM�PQFSBUJPOT�	���o�����IJWFT
 ����o����� ����o����� ����o�����

$PSQPSBUF�NFNCFSTIJQ ���� ���� ����

#FFLFFQJOH�DMVCT ���� ���� ���������

#FFLFFQJOH�*OEVTUSZ�
(SPVQ�NFNCFSTIJQ

7PMVOUBSZ�o�BGmMJBUFE�XJUI�'FEFSBUFE�'BSNFST ����o���� ����o���� ����o����

Source

"TVSF2VBMJUZ�-JNJUFE�
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INDUSTRY ISSUES AND DEVELOPMENTS

BUSINESS VIABILITY 
(FOFSBMMZ�UIF�JOEVTUSZ�JT�JO�HPPE�IFBSU�EFTQJUF�B�
SFMBUJWFMZ�QPPS�QSPEVDUJPO�TFBTPO�GPS�IPOFZ�JO�NBOZ�
QBSUT�PG�UIF�/PSUI�*TMBOE�JO����������*ODSFBTFE�
IPOFZ�QSJDFT�TIPVME�TFF�NPTU�CFFLFFQFST�BU�MFBTU�
CSFBL�FWFO��%JWFSTJmDBUJPO�PG�JODPNF�TUSFBNT�JT�
MJLFMZ�UP�DPOUJOVF�XIFSF�QPTTJCMF�UP�IFMQ�NBOBHF�
SJTL�

.BOVLB�IPOFZ�DPOUJOVFT�UP�BUUSBDU�QSFNJVN�QSJDFT�
BOE�DPNNFSDJBM�CFFLFFQFST�BSF�MPPLJOH�UP�BEE�
NBOVLB�IPOFZ�UP�UIFJS�CVTJOFTT�PS�HJWF�VQ�LJXJGSVJU�
QPMMJOBUJPO�UP�DPODFOUSBUF�PO�NBOVLB��"�GFX�CFF�
QSPEVDU�QSPDFTTJOH�BOE�FYQPSUJOH�DPNQBOJFT�BSF�
CVZJOH�MBOE�BOE�QMBOUJOH�NBOVLB�PS�FOUFSJOH�JOUP�
DSPQ�TIBSJOH�BSSBOHFNFOUT�XJUI�MBOEPXOFST��0UIFST�
BSF�CVZJOH�CFFLFFQJOH�PQFSBUJPOT�UP�TFDVSF�BOE�
CSPBEFO�UIFJS�TVQQMZ�CBTF
�FTQFDJBMMZ�GPS�NBOVLB�
IPOFZ�

5IF�OVNCFS�PG�SFHJTUFSFE�CFFLFFQFST�DPOUJOVFE�UP�
JODSFBTF�JO����������UIJT�XBT�NBJOMZ�JO�UIF�HSPVQ�
UIBU�PXO�mWF�PS�GFXFS�IJWFT�	XIJDI�FYQFSJFODFE�B�
��øQFSDFOU�JODSFBTF
�

PESTS AND DISEASES
5IF�BQJDVMUVSF�JOEVTUSZ�SFNBJOT�WFSZ�DPODFSOFE�
BCPVU�UIF�SJTL�PG�FYPUJD�CFF�QFTUT�BOE�EJTFBTFT�
CFJOH�JOUSPEVDFE�JOUP�/FX�;FBMBOE�FJUIFS�WJB�CSFBDI�
PG�CJPTFDVSJUZ�BU�UIF�CPSEFS
�PS�GSPN�"VTUSBMJB�JO�UIF�
FWFOU�UIBU�BO�JNQPSU�IFBMUI�TUBOEBSE�JT�JTTVFE�GPS�
"VTUSBMJBO�IPOFZ��5IF�QPUFOUJBM�GPS�IPOFZ�GSPN�PUIFS�
DPVOUSJFT�UP�CF�SF�QBDLFE�JO�"VTUSBMJB�BOE�PO�
TIJQQFE�BT�"VTUSBMJBO�IPOFZ�JT�B�QBSUJDVMBS�DPODFSO��

"QJDVMUVSF�T�DMPTF�SFMBUJPOTIJQ�XJUI�UIF�IPSUJDVMUVSF�
JOEVTUSZ�NFBOT�CJPTFDVSJUZ�JTTVFT�QPUFOUJBMMZ�

JNQBDUJOH�/FX�;FBMBOE�IPSUJDVMUVSF�BSF�BMTP�PG�
DPODFSO�BOE�SJTL�UP�/FX�;FBMBOE�CFFLFFQFST�

4XHHQVODQG�IUXLW�ĭ\
5IF�EJTDPWFSZ�PG�B�TJOHMF�2VFFOTMBOE�GSVJU�nZ�
JO�"VDLMBOE�JO�.BZ������DBVTFE�DPODFSO�GPS�
CPUI�UIF�QPMMJOBUJPO�BOE�IPSUJDVMUVSF�JOEVTUSJFT��
#FDBVTF�UIF�nZ�XBT�EFUFDUFE�JO�BO�VSCBO�BSFB
�
JNQBDUT�PO�DPNNFSDJBM�CFFLFFQFST�XFSF�MJNJUFE��
#FFLFFQFST�BSF�WFSZ�DPOTDJPVT�PG�UIF�QPUFOUJBM�
JNQBDU�PG�GSVJU�nZ�PO�UIF�IPSUJDVMUVSBM�TFDUPS
�
XIJDI�XPVME�SBQJEMZ�nPX�UISPVHI�UP�CFFLFFQFST�
TVQQMZJOH�QPMMJOBUJPO�TFSWJDFT��

Psa
5IF�CBDUFSJB�Pseudomonas syringae QW��actinidiae 
	1TB

�EJTDPWFSFE�JO�#BZ�PG�1MFOUZ�LJXJGSVJU�PSDIBSET�
JO�/PWFNCFS�����
�TQSFBE�EVSJOH���������XJUI�
OFBSMZ������PSDIBSET�BGGFDUFE��#FFLFFQFST�DPVME�
OPU�UBLF�IJWFT�GSPN�JOGFDUFE�BSFBT�BOE�SFVTF�UIFN�
JO�OPO�JOGFDUFE�BSFBT�TP�MPTU�UIF�PQQPSUVOJUZ�UP�
BDIJFWF�UXP�QPMMJOBUJPO�GFFT��0UIFST�MPTU�QPMMJOBUJPO�
DPOUSBDUT�CFDBVTF�WJOFT�XFSF�DVU�PVU��$POUJOVPVT�
EJTJOGFDUJOH�PG�WFIJDMFT�BOE�GPPUXFBS�BEEFE�UP�DPTUT�
JODVSSFE�CZ�CFFLFFQFST��#FFLFFQFST�UIBU�TVQQMZ�
LJXJGSVJU�QPMMJOBUJPO�IJWFT�BSF�BMTP�XPSSJFE�UIFZ�
NBZ�OPU�CF�QBJE�GPS�QPMMJOBUJPO�TFSWJDFT�BT�DSFEJU�
BWBJMBCJMJUZ�GPS�LJXJGSVJU�HSPXFST�NJHIU�CF�SFEVDFE��

"�OVNCFS�PG�PQFSBUPST�DIPTF�UP�QVMM�PVU�PG�
QPMMJOBUJPO�SBUIFS�UIBO�SJTL�QPUFOUJBMMZ�IBWJOH�UIFJS�
TVCTFRVFOU�NBOVLB�IPOFZ�DSPQT�DPOUBNJOBUFE�
XJUI�BOUJCJPUJDT�BOE�PUIFS�TQSBZT�CFJOH�VTFE�UP�
SFTUSJDU�UIF�TQSFBE�PG�1TB��5IF�.JOJTUSZ�GPS�1SJNBSZ�
*OEVTUSJFT�	.1*
�BTTFTTFT�UIF�SJTL�PG�IPOFZ�DSPQ�
DPOUBNJOBUJPO�BT�CFJOH�FYUSFNFMZ�MPX�

Table 6: Distribution of beekeepers1 by hive number

"T�BU�����+VOF 2009 2010 2011 2012

5 hives or less [1 529] [1 745] [2 044] [2 463]

��UP��� ����� ����� ����� �����

���UP�����IJWFT ���� ���� ���� ����

����UP����� ���� ��� ���� ����

����� ��� ��� ���� ����

5PUBM�OVNCFS�PG�CFFLFFQFST 2 669 ����� ����� �����

Notes

#FFLFFQFST�XJUI��o���IJWFT�BSF�DPOTJEFSFE�IPCCZJTUT�
��3FHJTUFSFE�CFFLFFQFST�BOE�IJWFT�VOEFS�UIF�/BUJPOBM�1FTU�.BOBHFNFOU�4USBUFHZ�GPS�"NFSJDBO�'PVMCSPPE�

Source  

"TVSF2VBMJUZ�-JNJUFE�



"1*$6-563&����������

.JOJTUSZ�GPS�1SJNBSZ�*OEVTUSJFT�
10�#PY�����
�8FMMJOHUPO�����
�/FX�;FBMBOE�
5FM����������������PS�'SFFQIPOF���������������
&NBJM��CSBOE!NQJ�HPWU�O[�
8FC��XXX�NQJ�HPWU�O[

*4#/�������������������	1SJOU
�
*4#/�������������������	0OMJOF
�
ª�$SPXO�DPQZSJHIU�0DUPCFS������o�.JOJTUSZ�GPS�
1SJNBSZ�*OEVTUSJFT

Disclaimer
5IF�JOGPSNBUJPO�JO�UIJT�SFQPSU�CZ�UIF�.JOJTUSZ�GPS�1SJNBSZ�
*OEVTUSJFT�JT�CBTFE�PO�UIF�CFTU�JOGPSNBUJPO�BWBJMBCMF�UP�UIF�
UIF�.JOJTUSZ�BU�UIF�UJNF�JU�XBT�ESBXO�VQ�BOE�BMM�EVF�DBSF�
XBT�FYFSDJTFE�JO�JUT�QSFQBSBUJPO��"T�JU�JT�OPU�QPTTJCMF�UP�
GPSFTFF�BMM�VTFT�PG�UIJT�JOGPSNBUJPO�PS�UP�QSFEJDU�BMM�GVUVSF�
EFWFMPQNFOUT�BOE�USFOET
�BOZ�TVCTFRVFOU�BDUJPO�UIBU�SFMJFT�
PO�UIF�BDDVSBDZ�PG�UIF�JOGPSNBUJPO�JO�UIJT�SFQPSU�JT�UIF�TPMF�
DPNNFSDJBM�EFDJTJPO�PG�UIF�VTFS�BOE�JT�UBLFO�BU�IJT�IFS�
PXO�SJTL��"DDPSEJOHMZ
�UIF�.JOJTUSZ�GPS�1SJNBSZ�*OEVTUSJFT�
EJTDMBJNT�BOZ�MJBCJMJUZ�XIBUTPFWFS�GPS�BOZ�MPTTFT�PS�EBNBHFT�
BSJTJOH�PVU�PG�UIF�VTF�PG�UIJT�JOGPSNBUJPO
�PS�JO�SFTQFDU�PG�
BOZ�BDUJPOT�UBLFO��

Varroa
7BSSPB�XBT�SFQPSUFE�JO�%VOFEJO�BOE�*OWFSDBSHJMM�
EVSJOH�UIF�TVNNFS�PG������BOE�XJMM�WFSZ�MJLFMZ�
TPPO�TQSFBE�UISPVHIPVU�0UBHP�BOE�4PVUIMBOE��
#FFLFFQFST�JO�0UBHP�BOE�4PVUIMBOE
�XIP�IBWF�OP�
BDDFTT�UP�QPMMJOBUJPO�PS�NBOVLB�TPVSDFT�UP�QSPWJEF�
BEEJUJPOBM�JODPNF
�XJMM�OFFE�UP�FYBNJOF�UIFJS�DPTUT�
BOE�JODPNF�PQQPSUVOJUJFT��

3FTJTUBODF�UP�UIF�TZOUIFUJD�QZSFUISPJE�BDUJWF�
JOHSFEJFOUT�JO�"QJTUBO¥�BOE�#BZWBSPM¥�XBT�
PCTFSWFE�JO�TPNF�IJWFT�JO�UIF�8BJLBUP�GPS�UIF�mSTU�
UJNF�JO���������BOE�JT�OPX�BMMFHFE�UP�CF�SFMBUJWFMZ�
XJEFTQSFBE�JO�/PSUIMBOE
�"VDLMBOE�BOE�UIF�#BZ�
PG�1MFOUZ��"�TNBMM�TDBMF�TVSWFZ�GPS�SFTJTUBOU�NJUFT�
JT�CFJOH�VOEFSUBLFO�CZ�1MBOU�BOE�'PPE�3FTFBSDI��
0OMZ�POF�PUIFS�TZOUIFUJD�NJUJDJEF�	BNJUSB[
�TPME�
BT�"QJWBS¥
�JT�BQQSPWFE�GPS�VTF�JO�/FX�;FBMBOE��
0UIFS�APSHBOJD��DIFNJDBMT�BSF�BWBJMBCMF�UP�USFBU�
WBSSPB�CVU�SFRVJSF�NPSF�GSFRVFOU�BQQMJDBUJPO�BOE�
NPOJUPSJOH��#FFLFFQFST�XJMM�JODVS�FYUSB�DPTUT�BT�
SFTJTUBODF�TQSFBET
�BOE�GBDF�UIF�SJTL�PG�TVCTUBOUJBM�
IJWF�MPTTFT��

Nosema ceranae
3FQPSUT�PG�JMM�UISJGU�JO�DPMPOJFT
�QSFNBUVSF�MPTT�PG�
RVFFO�CFFT
�BOE�IJWF�EFBUIT�JO�TQSJOH������BOE�

BVUVNO������XFSF�DPNNPO�CVU�UIFSF�IBT�CFFO�OP�
PCWJPVT�FYQMBOBUJPO��5IF�GVOHBM�QBSBTJUF
�Nosema 
ceranae
�EJTDPWFSFE�JO�TPNF�IJWFT�JO�/FX�;FBMBOE�
JO������BT�B�SFTVMU�PG�JNQSPWFE�UFTUJOH�JT�UIPVHIU�
CZ�CFFLFFQFST�UP�CF�B�QPTTJCMF�DBVTF��5IFSF�
IBWF�CFFO�TVHHFTUFE�MJOLT�CFUXFFO�N.ceranae�
BOE�DPMPOZ�DPMMBQTF�EJTPSEFS�PWFSTFBT
�CVU�UIFSF�
JT�MJNJUFE�FWJEFODF�UP�TVQQPSU�UIJT��N.ceranae�
JT�DPNNPO�JO�TPNF�"VTUSBMJBO�TUBUFT
�CVU�UIFSF�
IBWF�CFFO�OP�"VTUSBMJBO�SFQPSUT�PG�DPMPOZ�DPMMBQTF�
EJTPSEFS�PS�JODSFBTFE�MPTTFT�EVF�UP�/PTFNB�

ELECTRONIC CERTIFICATION 
�(Ţ&(57�
*G�CFFLFFQFST�XJTI�UP�NBJOUBJO�&6�FMJHJCJMJUZ�GPS�
UIFJS�CFF�QSPEVDUT�UIFZ�NVTU�FOTVSF�UIFJS�QSPEVDUT�
BSF�IBOEMFE
�QSPDFTTFE�BOE�TUPSFE�JO�QSFNJTFT�
PQFSBUJOH�VOEFS�B�3JTL�.BOBHFNFOU�1SPHSBNNF�
	3.1
�BOE�BSF�MJTUFE�BT�FMJHJCMF�GPS�UIF�&6�CZ�.1*��
*O�BEEJUJPO
�BMM�USBOTGFST�PG�CFF�QSPEVDUT�CFUXFFO�
3.1�QSFNJTFT�BGUFS���+VOF������NVTU�OPX�CF�
SFDPSEFE�PO�&�$FSU��5IJT�SFRVJSFNFOU�IBT�NFBOU�
FYUSB�UJNF�BOE�DPNQMJBODF�DPTUT�GPS�3.1�PQFSBUPST�
UP�SFHJTUFS�BOE�QBZ�GPS�UIF�POHPJOH�&�$FSU�DIBSHFT
�
PCUBJO�TVJUBCMF�TPGUXBSF�BOE�IBSEXBSF
�BOE�CFDPNF�
DPNQFUFOU�JO�SBJTJOH�&�$FSU�EPDVNFOUT�

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COMMENTARY
*OGPSNBUJPO�JO�UIJT�DPNNFOUBSZ�SFQPSU�JT�TPVSDFE�
GSPN�JOUFSWJFXJOH�CFFLFFQFST
�IPOFZ�QBDLFST�
BOE�FYQPSUFST
�SFWJFXJOH�FYQPSU�EPDVNFOUT
�UIF�
BQJBSZ�EBUBCBTF
�QVCMJTIFE�SFQPSUT�BOE�EBUB�GSPN�
4UBUJTUJDT�/FX�;FBMBOE�

'PS�GVSUIFS�JOGPSNBUJPO�QMFBTF�DPOUBDU��
EFCPSBI�IBDLFMM!NQJ�HPWU�O[

mailto:deborah.hackell@mpi.govt.nz



