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INDUSTRY NEWS

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
IN ONTARIO’S 
HONEY INDUSTRY?

OBA has recently received the 2013 Statistical Overview of 
the Canadian Honey Industry released from Stats Canada 
in October. The full report can be found on the OBA website, 
under Bee Industry Info but here are some highlights…

“Ontario’s honey trade 
deficit means that nearly 
$15 million is leaving the 
Province rather than 
going into the economy. 
We need to promote 
Ontario honey and 
address the barriers to 
growth such as neonics, 
loss in habitat and cheap 
imports.”  —Tibor Szabo, President-Elect
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OVerVieW

• In 2013, 3,150 beekeepers kept one or more colonies in 
Ontario for a total of 97,500 colonies. 

• Ontario represents 37% of the country’s beekeepers and 
14% of the nation’s colonies. 

HOneY PrODuCtiOn DOWn 

• In 2013, Ontario’s honey production at 6.4 million pounds 
represented 8% of Canada’s total. (Chart 1.7) 

• Ontario experienced a production decrease of 32.6% between 
2012 and 2013, twice the national average. (Table 1.6) 
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Value OF HOneY uP 

• Ontario’s farm cash receipts were $20.3 million (12.6% of the 
nation’s total), down 3.5% from 2012. (Table 1.8)

• However, Ontario honey experienced an above-average growth 
in value. Value per pound for Ontario honey is $3.20 (up 
25.4% from $2.53 in 2012) compared to the national average 
of $2.30 (up 18.5% from $1.94 in 2012). (Table 1.8)

iMPOrtS uP, eXPOrtS DOWn

• Canada is a net exporter of honey, with exports of $59 million 
in 2013, and imports at $26 million.

• Ontario, however, imports signifi cantly more honey than 
it exports. In 2013, Ontario imported 65% of the nation’s 
total honey imports. (Table 3.3.1) Imports in Ontario nearly 
doubled from 2012 to 2013 in terms of weight, and more than 
doubled in terms of value.

• At 4% of the nation’s honey exports, Ontario exported 11.5% 
of its production compared to the national average of 35%.

• Ontario’s trade defi cit for 2013 was $14.6 million.

Comments? enews@ontariobee.com


