
 

 
 

2022 OBA Board of Directors - Nominations 
 
 

 
Letting their name stand for re-election:  
 
Tom Congdon, Sun Parlor Honey:  
 

Tom has been working with bees for over 40 years and operates Sun Parlor Honey 
with his wife Tracey and his children. The family owned operation was 
established in 1925 and was run by Tom’s father Roger since 1957 (who is still 
currently involved with the day to day operations.) The business operates 1400 
colonies in Essex and Wellington North Counties with a facility in both areas. They 
also provide pollination services and pack honey under CFIA registration. Tom is a 
current Board and Executive Committee member, having served as treasurer for 
many years. 
 
 

 
Ian Grant:  
 

Ian and his family moved to Ottawa in the summer of 2013 where he 
has lead project management teams acquiring and implementing 
satellite systems on Royal Canadian Navy ships and submarines. Ian 
retired from the military in 2019 after almost 33 years of service and 
joined the Public Service of Canada proudly continuing to serve our 
great country ensuring that our women and men in uniform are 
provided with the most advanced equipment for their missions. 
Ian and his wife became interested in beekeeping in 2016 with one 
hive, growing to 55 hives this past summer at six locations including at 
their Constance Bay property. They have had the privilege of educating 
friends, family, neighbours, and colleagues on the majesty of the 
honey bee, and have enjoyed savouring the bounty of the bees’ 
labour.  Ian balances this new-found enjoyment of beekeeping with his love of sailing his Tanzer 7.5 on the Ottawa 
River, motorcycling, and RVing. Although he has a growing collection of bees that tolerate him, Ian still considers 
himself a novice beekeeper and constantly tries to further his education and spread the word about beekeeping in 
Ontario.  As an active OBA Board member for the past three years, and as OBA Vice President this past year, Ian has 
tirelessly worked to move the issues forward that are important to all Ontario Beekeepers whether new or wise, 
commercial or small-scale, in the north or south, east or west, and he hopes to continue to do that if re-elected to 
the OBA Board. 

 
 



 

 
 
New Nominations:  
Jonny De Matos, Matos Apiary:  
 

Jonny de Matos is a commercial beekeeper, specializing in queen breeding, 
based in Watsons Corners, Ontario. Along with queen bee production, he 
also operates a beekeeping supply store. Jonny grew up on a beef farm, 
raising black, and red angus cattle. From there, he left the farm, and joined 
the military. Upon completion of his military contract, Jonny begun 
beekeeping in Western Canada. He moved back to Lanark County and 
started his own apiary. They currently run 150 colonies and produce 100 
queens per week. Matos Apiary looks forward to continuing to grow their 
operation in the coming years. 
Jonny has served as treasurer and president of the Lanark County 
Beekeepers Association. He started the Algonquin Apiculture Club at 
Algonquin College, teaching student’s beekeeping, and introducing them to 
the industry. Jonny has also worked with the town of Carleton Place to have 
hives placed at the town gardens and have worked with Algonquin College 
to have a college apiary established. Both locations allowed the public and 
local schools access, presenting an opportunity for the public to be engaged 
in beekeeping. Growing up in the agricultural industry, Jonny understand 
the importance of working together. Both in the beekeeping industry and 
throughout the agriculture industry, if we cooperate with each other, we 
will all succeed together. Jonny’s main goals are to promote Ontario 
beekeeping and see that our industry thrives.  

 
Graeme Foers, Lost Meadows Apiaries/Meadery:  
 

Graeme Foers is the current Chair of the Ontario Resistant Honey Bee Selection 
Program (ORHBS) and is interested in becoming more involved in the OBA by 
becoming a board member. Graeme has been keeping bees for 11 years and 
now has a 200 hive operation under the name Lost Meadows Apiaries. Along 
with honey Graeme also sells queens and nucs he produces, and opened a 
Meadery under the name Lost Meadows Meadery with his sister last year.  
Graeme is passionate about queen bee breeding, focusing on breeding disease 
and mite resistant queen bees.  
Graeme feels that he would make a good board member by bringing the 
perspective of a small to medium size commercial operation to the OBA. 
Graeme feels he can bring some new ideas to help the challenges facing the 
beekeeping industry in Ontario like the lack of skilled labour and at times the 
shortage of bees. Graeme also comes from an advertising background and may 
be able to bring some new ideas to increase membership to the OBA.  
in closing, Graeme hopes to help the bee industry in general in Ontario and is 
happy to hear other peoples ideas and bring them to the board as well if he is 
elected. 
 
 



 

 
 

 
Ted Parkes, Teddy Bee Honey Company: 
 

Managing approximately forty colonies, Ted has fourteen years’ 
experience as a small-scale beekeeper. Teddy Bee Honey 
Company manages hives rurally and on roof tops in the greater 
Toronto area. Public awareness and education are a large apart of 
his company’s mantra and values. Ted conducts both educational 
talks and ‘hands on learning’ sessions with clients. For the past 7 
years Ted has had the responsibility for the educational display at 
the Canadian National Exhibition. Outside of beekeeping, Ted is 
self-employed as a cinematographer working on Television, 
movies and Limited Series. Ted lives in Mississauga and is an 
active member of the Clarkson Business Association. 


