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OBA group 
insurance 
what’s 
covered 
(and what’s 
not)

 
Your products

The policy covers liability claims related to hive products including 
honey, pollen, propolis, and royal jelly. For example, if a customer 
purchases a jar of your honey and sues you because the honey made 
them sick, your policy would respond. This coverage includes liquid 
and creamed honey as well as comb honey.
		 This policy does not cover manufactured products such as lip 
balm, candles, or mead. Note that it also doesn’t cover honey with 
anything added to it (such as spices or flavouring). If you produce 
similar manufactured products, you should speak to your insur-
ance provider about obtaining the appropriate coverages.

Your place of business

Liability from this policy extends only to beekeeping operations. 
For example, if someone sued you because they visited your bee 
yard, tripped over a honey super, and broke their hip, you would 
be covered.
		 However, if they tripped over something not related to bee-
keeping (a child’s toy or some farm equipment, for example) your 
home or farm policy would be the place to turn. If you (the policy 
holder) tripped over that super yourself and broke your own hip, 
you’d need a disability policy to cover that.
		 Liability extends to temporary locations where you may sell 
your honey at a farmers market. For example, if your tent falls 
over and injures a customer, then your OBA liability policy would 
respond if you are sued.
		 The policy also covers you for hives located on your own property 
and at any other locations you have registered as bee yards with 
OMAFRA. If you move your hives temporarily to provide pollina-
tion services, and provide that information to the OBA, your liability 
coverage would be extended to these additional locations.

Certificate of insurance

If you participate in markets or events, you may be asked 

to produce a general certificate of insurance. This 

document is provided to you by the OBA office when you 

purchase the group liability policy. You may, at times, 

be asked to add an organization (such as a market or 

school) as an additional insured on the policy. Contact 

the OBA office and let them know what your activity 

will be (such as selling at a market, giving a presentation 

at a school, placing hives on someone else’s property), 

the date of the request, the duration of the coverage 

required, and the name of the business or organization 

requesting the certificate. Please allow five business 

days for your request to be processed.

One of the benefits of OBA membership is the ability  

to access the group commercial liability insurance presently provided 
by Cooperators General Insurance. It allows businesses or hobby bee-
keepers to get affordable coverage for their beekeeping activities for 
risks not covered by their home or farm policy – without incurring 
the expense of an individual commercial or farm liability policy.
 		 The policy offers $5 million coverage for general liability in case 
you are found liable for causing unintentional harm to another 
person or their property related to your beekeeping activities, 
including honey sales and use of a demonstration hive at an event. 
The coverage includes bodily injury or property damage to others 
to which you are (or accused of being) legally liable and it includes 
legal defence fees and settlement charges.
 		 You can sign up for the coverage any time through the OBA 
office. You are required to provide proof that you have registered 
your hives with OMAFRA – the policy covers all registered hives at 
the time you apply.
 
Your bees

The OBA group liability insurance policy provides coverage for 
damage caused to another party by your bees. For example, you 
would be covered if someone sued you because they were injured 
by your bees while you are using a demonstration hive at a presen-
tation or event. If your bees swarm and move into your neighbour’s 
house, and your neighbour sues you for damages, you would be 
covered provided you took reasonable steps to prevent swarming.
		 The policy does not provide property coverage for your bees, 
bee equipment, or any buildings associated with your bee business. 
For example, if your bees die over the winter or are stolen from 
your bee yard, you would not be covered under this policy.
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“	Liability extends to 
temporary locations 
where you may sell 
your honey at a 
farmers market. For 
example, if your tent 
falls over and injures 
a customer, then your 
OBA liability policy 
would respond if you 
are sued.”
	The policy does not cover other beekeeping services such as swarm 
removal (regardless of whether you are compensated for this service 
or not) or cut-outs, apitherapy, or any medical procedures using 
your bees or hive products. You should speak with your insurance 
provider regarding obtaining the proper liability coverage if you 
offer these types of services.
 
Your equipment

Liability insurance responds to claims made for damage you 
have caused to others and does not cover loss or damage to your 
own property. So, if your hives are stolen or vandalized, or if a 
tree falls on your honey house during a storm, this policy would 
not apply – check with your insurance provider to see how your 
equipment, livestock, and bee buildings can be covered under 
your home, farm, or separate business policy.
		 If you are moving hives or equipment from one location to 
another and they fall off your truck and cause an accident, cover-
age for liability would fall under your vehicle insurance policy 
while damage to your beekeeping equipment would require exten-
sions such as property-in-transit coverage or cargo coverage.
		 The OBA group policy does not replace the need for any 
other liability insurance for your business, farm, dwellings, or 
other property. You should speak with your insurance provider to 
determine what your current insurance covers and what addi-
tional coverage you may require. (All coverages described are 
subject to the policy terms, conditions, and exclusions within the 
policy wording.)
 		 Local beekeepers’ associations are not covered under this 
policy and should look into what coverage they require for their 
meetings and activities.

The OBA group 
commercial 
liability insurance 
addresses four 
types of liability 
coverage:

Bodily Injury & Property Damage

Protects you against legal liability for injury or 

property damage to a third party arising out of your 

business operations or premises. For example, if someone 

is injured by your bees or a swarm of your bees moves 

into your neighbour’s wall.

 

Personal injury liability

Coverage provides compensatory damages due to false 

arrest, willful detention or imprisonment, malicious 

prosecution, libel, slander, defamatory characteriza-

tion, wrongful entry or eviction, and invasion of the 

right of private occupancy.

 

Medical expenses

Provides voluntary payment/reimbursement of reason-

able medical expenses incurred on account of bodily 

injury caused by accident on the premises or arising 

from your operations. For example, if someone trips 

over a super in your bee yard, breaks their hip, and 

incurs medical expenses as a result. This coverage 

would provide compensation to the injured party for 

medical expenses incurred subject to the policy limit 

and conditions.

 

Non-owned auto

When an automobile accident occurs, an innocent third 

party who has suffered injuries or loss has three 

potential parties to sue: the driver of the vehicle; the 

owner of the vehicle; and the employer of the driver if 

the accident occurred while the driver was on company 

business. This would cover you (the policy holder) if one 

of your employees or a volunteer had an accident while 

driving on company business using their own vehicle. The 

OBA policy would cover your business defence costs, 

and would pay the third party claim should the business 

be named as a liable party.

 

(All coverages mentioned above are subject to the poli-

cy wordings, limits, terms, conditions and exclusions.)


