WHAT IS POLLINATION?

Pollination occlrs when pallan & moved within fiowars
ar carried from ona flawe: 1o anather of the sama
species by birds, kats, other animals; ar by the wind,

This rranster leads to fertllization.and. sucecasshil seard
anct fruit production: Pollination ensores thas a plant
will produce full-bodied fruitand a complete set-of
fortie seads, capable of germinating,

Qi yau know that every third mouthiul of foed |5
produced by bees pollmating crops? Flowearing plants
rely on bags for patiination so-that they can produce
frult and seeds. Bees help pollinats frult crops suth as
pears, peaches, strawbermies and raspberries and
vegetable crops such as cucumber, melon; sguash,
pumpkinand zucchini,

Managed honey bees are vital far the pollination of
crops in Canacla, Pollination Increases the guality

a5 wall as the quantity of crop yield. Well-pallinated
crops produce twe to eight times miore than pocrly
pallinated crops The fext time you enjoy the abun-
dance of local Ontario produce at your local rarket

or gm:ﬂ'ry store, take a minkite bo thank the hongy bee
and other pollinatars

The mpact of flowaring plants on the environmeant 1S
important, halping 1o puriy Water and prevent erasian
through roots that hold the soi| nplace and foliage
that buffers tha impact of ramn as it fallz 1o earth. Our
water cyclie depends onplants to return:moisturs

1o the atmosphera, and plants depand-on pollinators
to-help them reproduce.

G all the plants that support pallinators, probatily
the single most valuable early spring wildfliowsr

= the dandelion: After gur long Ontaro winter, bHee-
keapears know the bees will avoid starvation F

they can stay alive until the dandélions boom. Their
presence means more variety of nectar.and pollen
sources for native bees and others. such as butterfiies
They help fill gaps in the succession of planteq
fiowers: and add tothe vanety of flowsr shapes, colors
and-scents the contribute to the health and weli-
peing. of the nive

And aren't they pretty? instead of thinking of them
as an annoying weed, take g closer look at these
taright vellow fowars and notice the honey tee, fat
Bumibblebee or slender salitary bae humming along
gathering nectar and pallen. Later, In dune and July,
thesa same bees may be pollinating our tomatoes
and cucumbers,

L0 hold off on the-mowing: the beas will thank yau.
And ao will the gardeners and archard Growers that
depend.on bees for paliination.




