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The Team
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Kelsey Ducsharm

Violet

+ summer students



Workshops

Basic:

 Introductory Beekeeping

 Integrated Pest Management

 Queen Rearing

Advanced:

 Integrated Pest Management

 Queen Breeding







Ontario Resistant Honey Bee Selection Program

 “…helping Ontario bee breeders select for 
improved genetic stock since 1992!”

 Collaborative effort between OBA 
Technology Transfer Team (TTP) and 
Ontario Bee Breeders Association

 Desirable traits selected by breeders, then 
hygienic testing is conducted on preferred 
colonies by TTP technicians

 Highest performing colonies are then 
selected and bred within a controlled 
mating system



Hygienic 
Testing

o Breeder selected 
colonies

o Freeze kill young brood

o Assess tested areas after 
24 hrs

o Rank colonies 1-5 based

o Collect samples for 
Varroa mite, tracheal 
mite, and Nosema
testing

o Breeders use top 
ranking colonies Good

Bad



Huntsville Isolated Mating Yard

 Reserve of desirable 
genetics

 Open for ORHBS 
members to use as a 
mating yard

 Set-up in summer of 
2015, ongoing. 



Other Research Projects for 2018

 Using Thermal Imaging as a Monitoring Tool 









FLIR One Pro FLIR TG 165 FLIR E6

Mid-range
Accessible
On sale at Canadian Tire



Other Research Projects for 2018

 Mid-season treatments for Varroa mites



Other Research Projects for 2018

 Grooming Behaviour 

 Collaboration with Dr. Ernesto Guzman at the 
University of Guelph



Other Research Projects for 2018

 Varroa Sensitive Hygiene 

 Collaboration with Dr. Pierre Giovenazzo from the 
Université Laval



Other hot topics...

 New Antibiotic Regulations



Q U E S T I O N S ?

Thank you.


